























HNBA BOARD MEMBER

Benny Agosto, Jr.

Associate Justice of the U.S. Supreme
2009, President Barack Obama

the U.S. Supreme Court to replace
was confirmed by the United States

Victoria A. Espinel
HNBA member Victoria A. Espinal

has been confirmed as the nation’s

first Intellectual Property Enforcement
Coordinator with the Office of
Management and Budget. Victoria A.
Espinel is the founder and President of
Bridging the Innovation Divide, a not-for-
profit foundation focused on addressing
the “innovation divide” and empowering
all Americans to obtain the full benefit of
their creativity and ingenuity.

Michael D. Marin

HNBA member Michael D. Marin
was honored in Texas Lawyer
Magazine’s September 2009 issue

as one of the extraordinary minorities

in Texas. Mr. Marin is a partner at
on & Elkins in Austin, S

He is a litigation attorney in complex
litigation matters.

Mari Carmen Aponte
President Obama appointed Mari
Carmen Aponte as U.S. Ambassador
to El Salvador. Ms. Aponte is a long-
time HNBA member and a fi

HNBA President. A highly qualified
and distinguished leader, Ms. Aponte
was the first Latina to serve as
HNBA National President
(1983-1984) and one of the first
Latinas to earn the prestigious
White House Fellowship (1979).

Martin Garza
HNBA member Martin Garza was
honored in Texas Lawyer Mag
September 2009 issue as one of the
extraordinary minorities in Texas.
Mr. Garza is a partner at K&L Gates
Texas. Mr. Garza’s practice
emphasizes commercial real estate,
gas and well ordinances, landlord
and tenant representation, and
much more.

Welcomes
Ecuadorian
Judicial Delegation

By Cynthia D. Mares

Benny Agosto, Jr., an HNBA board member and partner of Abraham,
Watkins, Nichols, Sorrels, Agosto & Friend, in connection with others,
had the honor of welcoming to Houston a delegation of 23 judges from
Ecuador as part of the Ecuador Judicial Exchange. The Ecuador Judicial
Exchange is a program designed to introduce Ecuadorian judges to the
criminal justice system in state and federal courts of Texas and the United
States. The program was held on October 22-29, 2009. Additionally, a
reception was held for the Ecuadorian judges on October 27th at the law
firm’s downtown Houston office.

As part of the weeklong activities, the Ecuadorian judges observed
pre-trial hearings and trials in both state and federal courts, arguments
in the state appellate court, and met with prosecutors, judges, and local
practicing attorneys. The visiting judges also attended lectures relating to
the rule of law, including human rights, ethical issues related to the bench
and bar, and the use of alternative dispute resolution for both civil and
criminal cases.

A highlight of the Ecuador Judicial Exchange was a panel discussion
on American jurisprudence as it relates to the Hispanic community.

The panel included Texas Supreme Court Justice David Medina, Texas
Supreme Court Justice Eva Guzman, Harris County District Judge
Josefina Rendon, and Benny Agosto, Jr. The presentation was well
received and appreciated and was followed by a reception in the Office of
the Dean at South Texas College of Law.

The Ecuador Judicial Exchange is made possible through grants to the
ABA Rule of Law Initiative by the U.S. State Department. The program
was developed with the cooperation of leading private, educational, and
governmental entities in Houston specifically, and, more broadly, Texas.

The American Bar Association’s Rule of Law Initiative is a non-profit
program grounded in the belief that rule of law promotion is the most
effective, long-term antidote to the most pressing problems facing the
world today, including poverty, conflict, endemic corruption, and disregard
for human rights. ABA ROLI implements legal reform programs in more
than 40 countries in Asia, Europe, Latin America and the Caribbean, the
Middle East and Africa. ABA ROLI has more than 400 professional staff
working around the world, including volunteers who, since the program’s
inception, have contributed more than $200 million in pro bono technical
legal assistance.
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